Video Notes: Mankind: The Story of All of Us Episode 7 New World 
· Vikings set out across the world on long boats from Scandinavia.
· In Europe Vikings founded new cities and connected the western world. They also set out headed west.
· The Vikings were the first Europeans known to land in the Americas. Thorvald Eriksson was a hero whose legend was chronicled in the sagas.
· The land belonged to the Inuit. As Eriksson and the Vikings looked to make a settlement, the Inuit attacked with stone-tipped arrows.

· The Viking’s iron broad axe was designed to split a skull with a single blow. The greatest honor for a Viking was to die in battle with honor. That ensured his seat in Valhalla.
· The Viking histories record that they killed 8 Inuit and then made camp. The Inuit attacked again at night. Eriksson became the first European to die on American soil.

· It would be 500-years until another European set foot in America.

·  The Americas had no iron tools, wheels, or horses, yet they engineered magnificent monuments and buildings. They also mapped the stars with better accuracy than any European astronomer. In Mexico they built one of the most magnificent cities on the planet, Tenochtitlan (larger than London, Paris, or Rome).
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· 100-miles from the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan, Aztec warriors were on a hunt to capture the leader of an enemy tribe to sacrifice him to the gods.

· To keep the universe in balance the Aztecs believed in human sacrifice.

· Aztec men were trained to fight from puberty. The fiercest became jaguar warriors with obsidian weapons (best cutting material).

· Captured enemy warriors faced off in fights to the death against the best Aztec warriors.

· Aztecs had one of the most sophisticated civilizations on earth with laws against drunkenness, adultery, and theft and laws for compulsory education. It was a city of philosophers, poets, artists, and mathematicians, 

· The Aztecs believed their gods needed human blood.

· Warriors who took down enemies in gladiatorial combat got to wear the flesh of the loser for 20-days and his family will eat his flesh elevating them to the status of gods.

· Aztec priests sacrificed thousands of humans a year. Up to 20,000 were killed in one important ceremony.

· Human blood would guarantee a bountiful harvest and good corn crop.

· It produced more calories per acre than any other in the world. It is now found in ¼ of all grocery products that we buy.
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· Constantinople faced a Muslim invasion in 1453. At the center of the city the largest cathedral of its day stood, the Hagia Sophia Church.

· An epic battle was looming that would shift the balance of power from the west to the east.

· 70,000 Ottoman Turks led by Sultan Mehmed planned to conquer Constantinople.

· If Mehmed can take Constantinople, he will control all known trade routes to Asia- they all went through Constantinople.

· Constantinople was rich and controlled the spice trade in Europe. 1,000-tons of pepper alone arrived from India each year.

· Mehmed wanted Constantinople to serve as the center of a massive Ottoman Empire.

· Constantinople had 4-miles of defensive walls, some up to 100-ft high. Nobody had ever conquered the walls of Constantinople.

· Artillery became the key to battle. This was proven at Constantinople.

· Mehmed fired 69 enormous cannons at the walls of Constantinople. Each cannon was packed with up to 10 stone balls, loaded with gunpowder, and fired.
· Nobody in Constantinople ever faced a cannon bombardment before. The cannons pounded the city around the clock for 53 days.

· When the balls struck they splintered into shrapnel and caused massive destructions.

· The defenders rebuilt the damaged walls but eventually Mehmed broke through the walls.

· In the new era of warfare, stone walls would no longer protect people. Castles would no longer be effective.

· Most importantly, Christian Constantinople became Islamic Istanbul. The Hagia Sophia Cathedral became the largest Muslim mosque in the world.

· The loss of Constantinople forced Europeans to search for new routes to Asia. Europeans now looked for new sea trade routes to Asia. The Age of Exploration was born.
· 30-years after Constantinople ships headed down the coast of. The first was captained by Bartolomeu Dias. 

· Dias searched for a new route to India around the southern tip of Africa.

· Dias stayed close to the shore but during storms it seemed as though his ship would sink.

· To avoid hitting the rocks along the coast, Dias turned out further into the Atlantic using a triangular lateen sail. Dias risked everything as he turned into the uncharted waters of the South Atlantic.

· Dias was out of sight of land for 13-days.

· Dias caught ocean currents (4,000 times more powerful than the Mississippi River). Dias claimed the land known as the Cape of Good Hope (at the tip of Africa). The possibility of a sea route became possible.

· It was now a race to profit from the riches of the east.

· October 12, 1492 Spanish sailors landed in the Bahamas. Columbus planned to get China by sailing west.

· Columbus calculated that he could reach China from Spain in 21-days but he under-estimated the distance by 7,000 miles.

· Any educated person of the time knew Columbus’s calculation was wrong but Columbus was convinced.

· Ferdinand & Isabella finally agreed to finance Columbus’s journey.

· After 5-weeks at sea Columbus reached the Bahamas (which we thought was Japan).

· Two worlds isolated from each other for 10,000 years were united.

· The Bahamas were inhabited by the Taino people. Columbus saw them as tall, good looking, and healthy. Columbus recorded their first encounter.

· The people of the Americas had no immunity to European diseases. Disease would change the “New” World forever. 

· Columbus returned to Spain a hero and his discoveries opened the floodgates of adventurers.

· All of Europe wanted a piece of the Americas 
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· Tenochtitlan- 28-years the arrival of Columbus, Hernan Cortes wanted Aztec gold.

· Montezuma, the emperor of the Aztecs, was the richest and most powerful man in the Americas. He was ruler of 25-million Aztecs.

· Montezuma welcomed Cortes into his capital. Cortes then captured Montezuma and demanded gold. The Spanish lust for gold was astonishing to the Aztecs.

· The people revolted after the capture of the emperor. Cortes demanded that he order the people to stop revolting. When he stood before his people Montezuma was struck with rocks and killed.

· Fighting for their lives, Cortes and his men escaped with a fortune in Aztec gold.

· 6-months later half of Tenochtitlan was dead with smallpox.

· 11-months after his escape, Cortes returned to the city.

· The empire of 25-million was brought down by 500 Spaniards. NOTE: the Spanish had many allies. The Spanish only made up less than 1% of the fighting force against the Aztecs- this is not stated in the video but definitely should have been.
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